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WORKSHOP ON SASPARM 2.0

The research study foreseen by SASPARM 2.0 is focused on the definition of seismic risk of residential buildings in Palestine. 
With this aim, a GIS Web Based Platform (WBP) has been developed. The goal of the WPB is to allow different user groups 
(students/citizens/practitioners/governmental (GO) and non-governmental (NGO) stakeholders) to input and manage data 
regarding buildings hence obtaining information about the related seismic risk and possible mitigation measures. The awareness 
of the community is a fundamental step in the resilience process, since the citizens have to monitor their individual properties 
and be able to understand, with and, when feasible, without the advice of an expert, if their house can withstand an earthquake 
or if retrofit is required, applying seismic standards. On the other hand, practitioners as well as GO and NGO stakeholders have 
to be made aware of the importance of the recently introduced Seismic Building Code.
The SASPARM 2.0 Project started in 2015 and has already published several deliverables in its website http://www.
sasparm2.com. Moreover, the first key results will be presented at several international workshops and conferences. The 
project is still in progress and will last until the end of 2016. Before entering the final quarter of the project’s duration, the 
Consortium decided to organize a workshop, open to the public, to summarize and discuss the progress of the project.
On May 18th 2016 the SASPARM 2.0 Workshop took place, reviewing the completed actions of the project and introducing the 
future ones. The event was held in the Multimedia Room of EUCENTRE Foundation in Pavia. 

Prof. Jalal Dabbeek from An-Najah National University (ANNU) came from Palestine to report on the impact of the project 
in Nablus city and the response of the local stakeholders who were not able to attend the event. Nevertheless, the modern 
facilities of EUCENTRE enabled multiple conference call connections, providing input from people who were at the time in 
different parts of the world. Dr. Fabio Germagnoli, director of EUCENTRE and coordinator of the project, made the opening 
remarks, highlighting the main goals of SASPARM 2.0. Dr. Barbara Borzi, also from EUCENTRE, gave the first presentation 
in which she included an illustrative interactive example using the new Web Based Platform. Dr. Ricardo Monteiro, Dr. Paola 
Ceresa and Prof. Alberto Monti, leading researchers from IUSS Pavia, presented key aspects of the project regarding training 
courses, proposed guidelines and social-economic impact respectively.
The workshop participants had the rare chance to have a guided tour around the TREES Lab of EUCENTRE and learn about 
how the state-of-the-art shake table works.

http://www.sasparm2.com
http://www.sasparm2.com
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10.30 - 10.40 Opening and welcoming remarks

10.40 - 12.20 n First session:
 Overview of the SASPARM2.0 project

10.40 - 11.00 Development of the Web-Based Platform for seismic risk analysis and mitigation
 Dr. Barbara Borzi - Eucentre

11.00 - 11.20 Collection of structural data by Palestinian practitioners to implement the vulnerability models
 Prof. Jalal Dabbeek - ANNU

11.20 - 11.40 Training courses on seismic risk and seismic risk mitigation
 Dr. Ricardo Monteiro - lUSS

11.40 - 12.00 Tools and guidelines to quantify and reduce seismic risk in Palestine
 Dr. Paola Ceresa - lUSS

12.00 - 12.20 Social-economic impact - Questionnaire to stakeholders
 Prof. Alberto Monti - lUSS

12.20 - 12.40 Visit to the TREES

12.40 - 14.00 Lunch
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The afternoon session speakers list included Eng. Roberto Schiliro who represented DG-ECHO, Eng. Luigi Ronsivalle (Italian 
National Council of Engineers), Ms. Luna Abu Swaireh (UNISDR - Head of Regional Office for Arab States) and Mr. Danilo 
Bilotta (Italian Department of Civil Protection). The aforementioned organizations are involved in projects with goals similar to 
the ones of SASPARM 2.0. Therefore, it was a great opportunity for all to communicate their results and share their expertise.

14.00 - 15.20 n Second session:
 Support actions by international stakeholders for strengthening Mediterranean 

and EU Neighboring countries capabilities for seismic risk mitigation

14.00 - 14.20 Mr. Danilo Bilotta - Italian Department of Civil Protection - International Relations Unit

14.20 - 14.40 Ms. Luna Abu Swaireh - UNISDR - Head of Regional Office for Arab States

14.40 - 15.00 Eng. Roberto Schiliro - DG Echo - Civil Protection Policy Unit

15.00 - 15.20 Eng. Luigi Ronsivalle - President of the Study Centre of National Council of Engineers

15.20 - 16.00 n Third session:
 Round table on issues and challenges, lessons learned and recommend solutions 

and adjustments for the remaining duration of the project
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